2025 Katie Flowers Endowment Update   
"The only thing that you absolutely have to know is the location of the library." Albert Einstein 
The Katie Flowers Endowment, a 501 (c ) 3 is a formal association with its own legal establishment and bylaws and is considered to be the fund-raising arm of the Forest Lodge Library. As such, the Katie Flowers Endowment holds and manages the capital for the new library building project.
2025 was a busy year for the Katie Flower’s Endowment as construction on the new Forest Lodge Library Building commenced. The project has been making great strides and is expected to be completed in August of 2026. For information on the latest updates, please visit the library’s website at Forest Lodge Library Update. 
The Katie Flowers Endowment has been working to raise funds for the library building project since the new library property was acquired at the end of 2016.  Over the course of the entire project, The Katie Flowers Endowment has raised over $1 million to support the new library. The Federal Flexible Facilities Grant of $1.8 million, dispensed through the Wisconsin Dept of Administration and awarded to the Forest Lodge Library in 2024 provided sufficient funding for the project to launch. 
Bayfield County libraries enjoy the strong support of the Bayfield County government. In addition to the funding the County is required by State Statute to provide, they have created the Building Strong Libraries Grant Fund which offers County libraries support for capital or special expenses. It was Bayfield County that brought the Flexible Facilities Grant to the library’s attention. The library has many reasons to be grateful to Bayfield County. 
Fundraising is ongoing. Below find statistics for the past calendar year (Jan 2025 – Dec 2025):
Number of New Donors = 41
New Funds Raised = $127,990*
(Note * - Does not include pledge payments for pledges made in prior years.) 
Amount Spent = $786,132 (Includes dollars raised from prior years)
Amount Utilized to Fund New Library Construction =  $765,986 (97% of Total Spent)
A grand opening is being planned for this summer. Check the Forest Lodge Library’s website or follow them on Facebook to keep track of plans. 
Naming Opportunities within the new facility are still available. To learn more visit the library’s website. To discuss a Naming Opportunity please contact Library Director Amanda Westlund at 715-798-3189 or awestlund@cable.wislib.org  or any member of the Forest Lodge Library or Katie Flowers Endowment Board of Trustees. Your support at Naming Opportunity Level will be welcomed and greatly appreciated. 
In addition to project building funds, the Katie Flowers Endowment manages two funds established to ensure that operational support will always be available to the Forest Lodge Library. At the end of 2025 the Katie Flowers Endowment launched the Next Century Fund, an ongoing and unrestricted annual fund. The Next Century Fund raised $12,280 in 2025. The Kristine Lendved Library Sustainability Fund (KLLSF) was launched to honor the retirement of former Library Director Kristine Lendved and currently has a balance of $16,099. These funds are intended to support library collections and programming and will always accept additional donations. 
The Katie Flowers Endowment offers its deep and sincere appreciation for each and every donation that has made this project possible, and that will ensure our communities enjoy the best in modern library services now and into the future. 
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